Amateur Radio and Genealogy
A surprising resource by David Taylor.

Did you know that amateur radio operators have a resource that can be used for genealogy research?
Their resource is valuable for finding addresses between censuses especially if they moved around a
lot. They had a book that was published every year from 1913 to 1997 and listed the call sign, license
class, operator’s name, and address of their radio station. Almost all amateur radio operators or Hams
as they are known have their stations in their homes or somewhere on their residential property. The
address that was published in the book had to be the actual location of the radio station and it had to
be current. If you have someone in your family that was an amateur radio operator and they moved
and you can't find them, you now have another way to look for them.

The Radio Amateur Callbook is available for download or viewing from
https://archive.org/advancedsearch.php. You can view or download all of the
books from 1913 to 1997 free of charge. When you use the link shown above type
Radio Amateur Callbook in the title field, change “all media types” to texts and
press search. On the page that comes up hover your mouse over the tab Date
Archived and select Date Published. This will sort all of the books by date from
newest to oldest. Select the book you wish to view and you will be taken to the
next screen. You can view the pages by clicking on the page that is open at the

memerwa  top of the screen and browse through the section that is displayed, if you can read
it. | can’t because the type is too small. A better way is to scroll down to the area for download options
and select PDF. This will give you the option of selecting a district to view. The callbook is arranged by
districts as shown in the map.
Looking at the map, look for the
state your family member lived in
and find the corresponding district
number. After you find the district
number simply download the
appropriate pdf and you will be
able to view the pages in a type
size that is easy to read and/or
save the file to your computer.
Adobe Reader and Adobe
Acrobat can search most of the
books that have been scanned by
achive.org. Select edit and scroll

down to advanced search in your s s &% .
pdf program and type in the name 4 .., D
of the family member you are H and Pacifc Kie

looking for. You must enter a

name exactly as it appears in the callbook or your search will not produce any results. Most amateur
radio operators use their middle initial in the listing. You can search by name, call sign, city or street.
Once you find your family member in one listing it is then very easy to search all of the callbooks and
compare addresses where they have resided while they were an amateur radio operator. Sometimes
a search will provide no results even though you are searching for someone that is in the book exactly
as you are searching for them. This is because the scanning process does not always scan one line at
a time. Sometimes it scans two lines and the search can only scan one line and so you do not get any


https://archive.org/advancedsearch.php

results. In this case you will have to manually search through the pages to find what you are looking
for. As an example | searched for myself David F Taylor (don’t use a period after the initial) in the 1997
callbook. It returned no results. | knew | was in the book so | manually scrolled through the pages until
| came to WB5PIO which is my call sign. When | tried to highlight my listing | could only highlight two
lines instead of one which is why the search would not work. Do not get discouraged because once
you find your family member and obtain their call sign it is very easy to look through the pages of all of
the books to obtain their addresses. It is important to note that the call signs are arranged alphabetically
by the letters following the district number. See the example below.

KA5PGE G Ra‘Ph E W Rt b Bos IWAC Harrfson' AR 72601 WBSPHE G Dwen Etahman 24081(111 stu!l ﬂrlmglnn X 76015 KASPIK N James P ngh!. 2801 Kml:eed Fort Smith AR 72901
KB5PGE N Mark G Jones, POB 287, Woodwarth LA 71485 K5PHF G David A Clark, 9225 Lalt O, & Pssn TX 79925 KBSPIK G Malcolm T Averett Sr, 27165 Leighton Ln,
KCBPGE G Kevan [ Wilson, 3511 Squirrel Re, Imboden AR 12034 NSPHF T Sharon A Lewallen, RE 1 Box 355, W AR 72773 Denham Spring LA 70726
WBSPGE A James § Gichrie, 361-A N Field St, Burleson IX 76028 KC5PHF 1 Juhn C Abernathy, 10328 Paseo Dol Nnrte NW, KCSPIK T Thomas Url'hail. 5919 Fairbrook, San Antonio TX 78242
NSPGF G Wiliam H Heath, 1804 Mayfield Dr, Round Rock TX 786B1 KM 87114 WBSPIK P Gypsy M Adams, 150 Arbor Apt 3, Hot Springs AR T1901
KASPGF N Anthony M Baumn 8749-A Lemode Ct, Indanapolis N 46268 N5PHG G Jm)' w%la:sh 818 Preston, Burkburnett TX 76354 N5PIL 1 \hrglna E \l'dlaeycusa 5506 Timber Hawk,
. KB5PGF E Richard A McDonald, 1809 Chamberlain, Carroflion TX 75007 KASPHG N Jerry W Hill 533 N 20th Street E, Abiene TX 79601 San Antonio TX 78235
KCS5PGF T Zachar CGee%’hued. 6624 Valley Chapel Rd, KC5PHG T Jasg! L Rodrigues De Miranda, WSPIL E Herman E Bertram, POB 1106, Beeville X 78102
Ravenden §, ? AR 72460 'sféte:mgtan Ave NE, Albuguerque NN ETLL2 KB5PIL N Gregory T Keesee, 4700 Elk Rur, Yukon 0K 73099
NSPGG P Kimberly D Sheffler, POB 585 Ma "udakna WM 87825  WBSPHG T Rnhms Hawking Jr, 333 Stepheoson St, Shreveport LA 71104 KCSPIL T Robért L Schrock, 410 Bunker, Aztec NM BT410
WSPGG E Orville L Gulseth, 198 Polk 1 AR 71953 NSPHH T Mark E Trayler, Rt 1 Box 154 A, Chilten TX Thb32 WBSPIL A Joe W Tindel Jr, POB 188, Frankston TX 75763
KC5PGG P Kenneth W King, 870 Persmnn Pond Rd, Pocahontas AR 72455  KASPHH u James W Chamberlain, PSC 1 Bex 08?5 APD AP 96230 KASPIM N Huston W Clark, POB 408, Springdale AR 72765
KSPGH T Don € Walace, 3601 Hardeman, Forl Warth TX 76119 KC5PHH T Alen W McLaurin, 6200 Eubank NE 723, Albuquerque KM 87111 KB5PIM P Watson A Stains Jr, 220 Saddiebrook, San Antono  TX 78245
N5PGH T Roger J Dillon, 521 Elsie Ln, River Ridge LA 70123 WB5PHH P Bubbie L Wiliams, 1613 Lorraine Dr, Plano TX 75074 KCSPIM T William L Jameson, 1212 Zauk Ave, Dumas X 79029
WSPGH A Clyde E Vilines, 11306 Sag!park, Hauston TX 77089 KB5PHI N Jose D Rodriguez, 1605 Thorain, San Antonia 1% 78201 NSPIN T Stephen M Kennedy, 2703 § Shartel, Oklahoma City 0K 73109
KBSPGH N Thomas D Johnscn, 904-B Weldon Ter, Brenham X 77833 KCSPHI T Steve M Cameron, TSDE Silentwocd, Houston TX 77086 KBSPIN N Rebecca L Burkhoider Dealey, 4332 Fairfax Ave, IJaIIas @ 75205
KC5PGH T Eveiyn J Simpson, 19741 Hwy 158, Harrishurg AR T332 KCSPHJ P Kmberl;h Kel\ey,iul SShmr bagadens X 77502 KGSPIN T Franklin ¢ Adams, 10386 Luke St, Fort Biiss T 7
NS5PGI G Wood ther;tan POB 361, Gainesvite IX 76240 ASPHJ G James P Dawson, 1005 Pine Qak Dr, Edmond 0K 73034  WBSPIN G Julie A Newchurch, 5805 Marcie St, D&elaam LA 70003
KBSPGI N John Mur!rag 3201 Buriey Cove, Austin TX 78745 Nsprﬂ( T Linda A Brannon, POB 267, Georgetown TX 78627 K5PIO § Mar ie G Klar, 3709 Winifred, Fort Worth TX 76133
KCSPGI T Joe L Packard, 1016 N Mesquite St, Arlingten TX 76011 W5PHK A Horman R !aflul 4251 E Young Place, Tulsa 0K 74115 N5PIO A Joe P Hunt, 7686 N FM 2288, San Angelo @ 76901
WBS5PGI A Lonnie T Eenmt 3608 Bon Aire Dr Monroe LA 7120 KCSPHK T Max R Turner, 1598 Luisa 5t, Santa Fa NM 87505 KC5PI0O 1 Ernest R Smwrlqnl Jr, 259- A Vakentia Loop
NSPGJ T Andrew V Badeﬂ POB 75, tmdiai X 7625 N5PHL T Ronnie C Shorthose, 24031 Nomini Hall Ln, Katy X 77843 Hollgman A M 68330
KASPGJ N David C Wood, 3130 Manzano St KE, Auquerque WM B711 KB5PHL N Jose L Nendez, 143 Danny Clay, San Antonio TX 78228  WBSPIO 1 David F laﬁol 7636 Carl Rd Ext, § ng X 713713
KC5PGJ T Marc J 39" Meir, 3061 W Sycamore Cir, Eviess IX 7604 KC5PHL P Darwin E Pattengale, RE 1 Box 3, Pecos NM 87552 KSPIP G Frank X Jones, 3632 Duchess Trail, TX 73229
NSPGK T John E Sprehe, 6308 Hatch Rd, Fort Worth TX 7613 N5SPHM P Timothy L Stanley, 2110 Musket Ridge, Richmond TX 77469 N5PIP A Stirling W Gosa, 3331 NE 12th ler Pomoana Beach FL 33064
W5PGK A Cariton £ Sarlﬂr Jr, 474N Pagosa Bvd, W5PHM A Claude F Saunders, 501 Crackett POB 305, Booker  TX 79005 WEPIP A Fred F Gilbert, 2108 W Sth St, Plainview TX 79072
Pagosa Springs C0 BLl47  KBSPHM N Pauino Rosales, 2 Lauunm San Antonio TX 78214 KASPIP P Wiliam J Bragg, 2001 Plymouth Rock, Richardson TX 75081
KASPGK K Michael F Jmph ne Kdt{hawl Dr, Richmond IX 77469 KC5PHM T C D Dedon, 1303 Tejas, X 79705 KBSPIP P Jessica B Cohen, 5421 Rom Crest Or, Dallas TX 75229
KCSPGK T Johany R Willbanks Sr, 6628 Betty Dr, Watauga T 76148 WBSPHM E Herbert F Sleener, 31}45 CarﬂaaﬂLn Wichita Falls  TX 76306 KCEPIP P Robert £ Concannon Jr, 4940 Sparrow Or, Dayton O 45424
NSPGL A Leanard R Abadie Jr, 1178 Avenve B, Westwego LA 70094 NSPHN T James A Laurent Jr, Hwy 4 1 b12-A, Ventress LA 70783 K5PIQ © John E Shelton, 718 Ridgecrest, Irvin TX 75060
KBSPGL N Jvhﬂ P Bush, 1701 Hilview Dr Jac son Ms 39211 WEPHN A Robert J Rychel, 4657 S Lakewaod, Tuka 0K 74135 NSPIQ T Billy J Trammell, Rt 3 Box 329, Mc Klester 0K 74501
KC5PGL T Charies D Quinn, POB 121, 0 7543 KASPHN P Margaret Bartels, 2408 Westridge Dr, Plang X 75075 W5P! E ﬁu'e;usl C Golla, Box 114- Ab, Converse ™ 78109
N5PGM T Dale W Draeger, 1319 Mack\e Dr R‘:hardsun % 7508, KBSPHN N Janaﬂ Norwnod, 3353 Maplelead, Dallas TX 75233 KB5P Amy Ty 7325 Baxtershire Dr, Dallas TX 75230
KASPGM K Johanle J Smith, 3090 S Major Or, Beaum X 7770 KC5PHN T Raylon R Kowel, 708 W cahforma Ave, Midland X 79701 KCS5PIQ T Frank D Turner Jr 410 Boyce Ave, Alamogorda NM 88310
KC ? Michael D Qrms !l 315 Ellinston St 106, Nacogdoches TX 75%1  WBSPHN T N ﬁ' J Staghens, POB 125, Fulton MS 38843  WBSPIQ G Jeter R Keiley, Muse 0K 74949
Robert D Shacklett Jr, 8313 5 Kalanchoe, KSPHO G Charles K Costa, POB 482, Rosebud TX 76570 NSPIR G John C Lufe’( ;26 W Mandalay, San Antonio X 78212
Broken Arrow 0K 74011 NSPHO G Setty L Thomas, 4611 Colt Dr, Arington X TH0LT KBSPIR N Catherine A Fay, 9050 Dunmore Dr, Dallas ™ 15231
A William 5 Grlshm 1370 st'[ 4, Riple, M5 38663 KBSPHO P Leon W James, 2306 E Lakeview, Benton AR T2015 KCS5PIR T Debra K Castagnetta, 409 Chickasaw, Borger X 79007
T James § Coats, R 3 Box 286-B, Gladewater TX 75641 KCSPHO T Patti D Hunt, 4737 Bedford, Midiand T 19703 NS5PIT P Cynthia B Saffel, Rt 1 Box 332, Shreveport LA 71115
O & John H Kennedy, 14%0 Harbor Dr 108, Siidell LA 70458 WASPHO A Jesegh A Banos, 3960 W P{ Loma Hwéevard H-121, KCSPIT P Arthur D Peirce, 6315 i(eméwnrth Austm T 78723
CSPGO Robert F Adair NOW WSFKE San Diego CA 92110 K5PIU Robert 1 Worley Sr W W5JFE
WBSF‘GO P Danny L Lattin, 1938 Victory St, Brookings 5D 5700 N5PHP G St hen G Greeawell, 12]02 Aﬂkc Dr, Houston X 1077 NSPIU T James R FnllarL 2724 Cedar Pk R\chland Hllls TX 76118
S5PGP T Joyce D Bigham, 12325 RBI!EEH Rd, Elbert CO BOLO: W5PHP A Dm L Muliican, POB 0K 73550 KASPIU N Rudolph J Wratten, POB 2171, San Antonio TX 78297
WSPGP A Heshit »‘«'Bo Ies Rt 4 Box 107-F, Sherman 1% 7509 KB5PHP N Supreetha K Arsltm mainuusm St Apt 49, KBSPIU N Samantha £ Hollomon, 5546 Drane Or, Dallas X 75109
B5PGP G Richard W Hobinson, 2934 Hwy 40°W, Pleasant View TN 3714 Ty £ TX 75702 KC5PIU T Camila D Heffernan, 3208 Primrose Trail, Georgelown TX 78628
KCSPGP T Alfred G Youngberg, 503 N Fairview 33, Keene TX 7605 KC5PHP 1 mm D Johason, 12281 Falcon Rd, Crandal TX 75114 WRBSPIU N Stephen R Best, 12818 Chamberlain, Houston X 771077
N5PGQ T Royee D Guinn Jr, im Travis, Houston TX 7002

In the example shown above you can see that | was not able to select just my listing which is why the
search did not work. However the search did work in most of the other books. Also note how the listings
are sorted. For example: K5PIO, N5PIO, KC5PIO and finally mine WB5PIO. Then comes K5PIP,
N5PIP, W5PIP, KA5SPIP, KB5PIP, and KC5PIP. Also note that sometimes amateur radio operators
change their call signs. See the red arrow above. If this was your family member you would now have
to go to the area where FKE is located to see his address.

| had an uncle whose call was WAOFZS. | first found him in the callbook in 1964. The last time | found
his call sign was in 1982. Then | made a search for Francis D Baumann and discovered that he had
changed his call sign to NOEEL. The callbook did not give me notice that he had changed it. Sometimes
they do and sometimes they don’'t. When you are searching by call sign and you no longer find it be
sure to do a name search. After continuing to search the callbooks | found every address that he had
lived at up until his death in 2005. My genealogy profile on him just became more complete thanks to
the Radio Amateur Callbook.

Do you have ancestors that were Amateur Radio Operators? This might be the answer to that brick
wall problem that you have.

This original article was created by David Taylor and used information from the Radio Amateur Callbook
as well as information from the American Radio Relay League, Inc. of which David is a Life Member.
David has been a Ham since 1976 and currently holds a General License.



